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The Benicia made a splendid run from Yokohama, favored by
fresh breezes and moderate seas, reaching San Francisco on
August 5, 1872, twenty-four hours ahead of the Pacific Mail
steamer Great Republic, which sailed the same day, bound for the
same destination. On the trip across the North Pacific, the ship
passed for two days through a sea filled with the fur seal, appar-
ently bound north to the Aleutian Islands. The sight was indeed
beautiful as they gamboled in sportive play about the ship, some-
times testing her speed with their own rapid swimming. They
soon abandoned the contest, convinced, no doubt, that the power
of flesh and blood had limitations not fixed for the winds and
waves. No attempt was made to secure any of these beautiful
animals, as sailors never harm the birds of the air or creatures
of the sea which relieve the monotony of their every-day life in
the solitudes of the ocean.

The Benicia went out of commission in September at Mare
Island, and her officers and crew went Bast soon afterwards, to
home and friends,, after an eventful, active, and interesting
cruise of three long and weary years.tion. The 4th of July came, and with it the day of
